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18 June 2015 
 
 

Dear Convener, 
 
Across Scotland people are involved in discussions about the type of Scotland they would 
like to see.  On the 19

th
 June, I am publishing a discussion paper Creating a Fairer Scotland 

– What Matters to You?,  as a platform for a wider discussion with people across the country 
on the kind of Scotland they would like to see.  As part of our approach to open government 
and democratic renewal I am encouraging a participatory approach  to the conversation with 
the aim of reaching people who are not usually heard, particularly those with lived 

experience of poverty and exclusion.   
 
The discussion paper can be found on the day at www.fairer.scot.  I am also writing to a 
range of public, community and business organisations, as well as MSPs and Scottish MPs, 

to ask for their support to help capture the views of people across the country through new 
approaches to engagement. People are being invited to take part in or follow the 
conversation on social media at @scotgovfairer,  #fairerscotland and 
www.facebook.com/fairer.scot.  

 
I want to build on conversations and participation that have been taking place since before 
the referendum.  These conversations will lead to more structured events in the Autumn.  
The output from this will inform the Government’s response and action plan that I intent to 

publish in the new year.  
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